
Man drowned while trying to immerse idol
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: “The boys had gone to the spot to 
immerse the idol.  Further investigation is on,” police said. 
Shankar Narayanan of Erode drowned when he tried to 
immerse the idol in Bhavani river on Monday. Police said, “A 
four-foot tall idol was placed for worship by devotees  at 
Appakoodal near Anthiyur. After worshipping, people took the 
idol in a procession on Monday evening and immersed it in 
Bhavani river near the village. Shankar Narayanan, who was 
part of the crowd, accidentally drowned in the river. His body 
was recovered near Kavindapadi on Tuesday morning.” 
Appakoodal police have registered a case. ENS

‘BRING BACK IDOL 
STOLEN FROM 
CHUDAMANI VIHARA’
Nagapattinam: Claiming that 
an ancient Buddha idol was 
smuggled out of 11th century-
monastery Chudamani Vihara
here around 20 years ago, 
retired IGP and Tamil Nadu 
Idol Wing police chief AG 
Ponn Manickavel demanded 
that a case be registered and 
the stolen item be retrieved. 
Visiting the monastery-
turned-monument, 
Manickavel told reporters, 
“The police are aware of this 
but are yet to file an FIR. The 
idol should be retrieved 
through a thorough 
investigation by the Idol 
Wing.”
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E X P R E S S  R E A D

Caste angle suspected in 
Tirunelveli man’s murder
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @ Tirunelveli

TWO days after a 65-year-old autorickshaw driver was 
hacked to death, Munneerpallam police on Tuesday de-
tained four persons in connection to the crime. Police 
sources said the deceased and the suspects belonged to 
different intermediate communities and that the murder 
was committed allegedly in retaliation to some previous 
murders.

The victim, Vijayakumar of  Melaseval village, was 
hacked to death with a sickle on the outskirts of  his vil-
lage on Saturday. The murderers had fled the scene before 
anyone could spot them. Superintendent of  Police N Sil-
ambarasan inspected the crime scene and formed a spe-

cial team to nab the culprits. Suspecting 
that the murder may be an offshoot of  a 
communal issue, more than 50 police 
personnel were deployed in Melaseval.

On Tuesday, the police secured four 
suspects for interrogation. “A relative of  
Vijayakumar is one of  the accused in an 
eight-month-old murder case in Mela-

seval. Hence, the members of  victim’s community may 
have killed Vijayakumar in retaliation,” said sources.

After five persons of  a certain intermediate commu-
nity were killed by members of  another community in 
separate incidents in the past few years, the youth of  both 
communities have been spreading hatred against each 
other on social media. The police had arrested several 
youth for their social media posts. However, the killings 
have now turned retaliatory, sources alleged. 

Meanwhile, the relatives of  Vijayakumar staged a sit-in 
protest for the third consecutive day refusing to receive 
his body. They demanded a job for the kin of  the deceased 
person and compensation for his family. “The relatives 
have claimed the murderers are receiving support from 
politicians belonging to their caste. Police are also inves-
tigating into the allegation that the murderers included 
contract killers,” the sources added.

Ragging: Seven med students suspended
Hanamkonda: Seven third-year MBBS students of Kakatiya 
Medical College in Hanamkonda were suspended for three 
months after they were found guilty of ragging. The college’s 
anti-ragging committee has also cancelled their hostel 
accommodation for a year. It is the first time that a ragging 
incident has been reported from campus, prompting the 
college management to issue notices to 20 students and 
warning them of stringent action if they repeated such 
behaviour within the college and hostel premises. ENS

Stomach of all 
four cubs was 
empty: Official
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1: N 
Venkatesh, field director of MTR 
and conservator of forests of 
Nilgiris said, there could be 
multiple reasons for a mother tiger 
to abandon her cubs. “The mother 
could have abandoned the cubs 
because of its weak body or 
possible diseases. But the exact 
reason can be ascertained only 
after we get the forensic results. 
The stomach of all the four cubs 
was empty. Tiger cubs normally 
feed on milk for two years,” he said. 
N Sadiq Ali, founder of wildlife and 
nature conservation trust, said 
“The state should appoint more 
field staff to strengthen patrolling 
in areas frequented by tigers and 
elephants. Drones and other 
facilities must be provided to track 
animals and to protect the staffers 
from animal attacks. ENS

A member of INDIA bloc, not partner, clarifies CPM
K  S  S R E E J I T H  @ T’Puram

AS the CPM’s decision to stay 
away from the organisational 
structure of  the Indian National 
Developmental Inclusive Alli-
ance (INDIA) has invited flak 
from political circles, the party 
leadership has dismissed criti-
cism that Kerala CPM’s animos-

ity towards the Congress has re-
sulted in the decision to stay 
away from the coordination com-
mittee. “The CPM is a member 
and part of  INDIA, but not a 
partner,” a senior politburo 
member told TNIE. 

“CPM is a part of  INDIA but 
we won’t be part of  its organisa-
tional set-up. It is our political 

stand that we will not be part of  
any pre-poll alliance,” he said. 
The CPM sees INDIA as a block 
of  opposition parties formed to 
keep the BJP away from power 
at the national level. At the IN-
DIA bloc meetings held in Patna, 
Bengaluru and Mumbai, CPM 
made it clear that decisions 
should be taken collectively by 

the all-party leadership.  
The politburo meeting held on 

September 16 and 17 had decided 
to work for further consolida-
tion of  INDIA bloc. Successive 
party congresses declared CPM’s 
primary aim is to oust BJP from 
power. The politburo decided to 
initiate political action to fur-
ther strengthen these efforts.

Muruganand from Rajmahal Silks and Textiles launched the `1,00,000 silk 
dhotis of Ramraj Cotton at Marriott, Madurai on Tuesday. Founder-chairman of 
Ramraj KR Nagarajan, MD Aruneashwar and Joint MD Aswin attended the event

Orders reserved on Naidu’s quash plea
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Vijayawada

ANDHRA Pradesh high court on 
Tuesday reserved its orders in 
the petition filed by former 
Chief  Minister N Chandrababu 
Naidu seeking quashing of  the 
case against him in the alleged 
scam in AP State Skill Develop-
ment Corporation. 

While Naidu’s counsel in-

formed the petitioner was vic-
tim of  ‘regime revenge’ and in-
cluding him in the case needs 
prior sanction as per Section 
17A of  the Prevention of  Cor-
ruption Act, the State said it 
does not need to obtain sanction 
to investigate Naidu and submit-
ted the act of  fabricating records 
can not be termed as ‘official 
duty.’ After hearing both sides, 
the court reserved its orders.

Brahmotsavam starts on 
grand note at Tirumala
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Tirupati

THE annual Salakatla Brahmotsavams of  Srivaru com-
menced on a grand note on Monday evening with Dwaja-
rohanam at Tirumala temple. The priests hoisted the 
celestial Garuda flag in the auspicious Meena Lagnam 
between 6.15 pm and 6.30 pm. 

This religious event signifies inviting all the deities 
and Ashtadikpalakas to the annual Brahmotsavams, the 
TTD said.

Meanwhile, Chief  Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy 
presented silk clothes 
to Sri Venkateswara 
Swamy on behalf  of  
the State Government 
on Monday evening. As 
per tradition, the Chief  
M i n i s t e r  o f f e r e d 
prayers at the Sri Bedi 
Anjaneyaswamy tem-
ple. He reached the 
Tirumala temple car-
rying the silk vastrams 
on his head in a tradi-
tional attire.

Later, the CM offered prayers in Tirumala temple and 
later to Vakulamata, Vimana Venkateswara Swamy, 
Bhashyakarla Sannidhi and Yoga Narasimhaswamy. 
Vedic scholars rendered Vedasirvachanam in Ranganay-
akula Mandapam to the Head of  the State.

The TTD Chairman presented Theerthaprasadams 
and a huge Kalamkari lamination of  Srivaru to the 
dignitary.

Bannerghatta Biological Park reported death of 
seven leopard cubs from August 22 to September 5, 
2023, all aged below eight months old, due to 
Feline Panleukopenia virus infection in young cubs

CUBS DIE 
IN ZOO

250 farmers detained for rail roko in TN
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Thanjavur/Tiruvarur/Mayiladuthurai

AROUND 250 farmers owing al-
legiance to the Tamil Nadu Cau-
very Farmers Association were 
detained on Tuesday for staging 
rail roko in Thanjavur and Tiru-
varur demanding the union gov-
ernment to ensure Karnataka 
released Cauvery water for TN.

In Tiruvarur, the farmers led 
by association general secretary 
PR Pandian blocked the Mannar-
gudi-Mayiladuthurai train. They 
raised slogans demanding the 
government to ensure 5,000 
cusecs of  Cauvery water was re-
leased for 15 days to TN from 
Karnataka reservoirs in accord-
ance with Cauvery Water Man-
agement Authority directions. 

The protesting farmers also 
said kuruvai paddy was wilting 
in lakhs of  acres and samba cul-
tivation could not be commenced 
due to unavailability of  water in 
Mettur dam. They criticised the 
union government for “favour-

ing” Karnataka in the dispute.
The police detained 170 farm-

ers in a wedding hall. The train 
resumed its journey after a delay 
of  around 40 minutes.

Pandian said the union and 
state governments should come 
forward to release a compensa-
tion of  `35,000 per acre to the af-
fected farmers.

In Thanjavur, farmers led by 

association state president L Pal-
aniappan tried to enter the rail-
way junction to stage the protest. 
While 80 farmers were detained, 
six of  them entered the station 
and staged a rail roko.

In Mayiladuthurai, the farm-
ers led by association district 
president R Vaithiyanathan 
staged the protest in front of  
Sirkazhi railway station.

Cauvery row: Karnataka to file an appeal in SC
Siddu & Shivakumar to meet MPs, union ministers from the state to take up issue in parliament and pressure Centre

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bengaluru

CHIEF Minister Siddaramaiah 
and Deputy Chief  Minister DK 
Shivakumar are holding a meet-
ing with Members of  Parliament 
(MPs) from Karnataka, includ-
ing union ministers, in New Del-
hi on Wednesday morning to dis-
cuss the Cauvery water-sharing 
issue.

The CM left for New Delhi on 
Tuesday night. Sources 
said the CM and the 
DyCM will also hold a 
meeting with the state’s 
legal team.

During the meeting 
with the MPs, Siddara-
maiah and Shivakumar 
will explain to them the situa-
tion on the ground and measures 
taken by the state government to 
protect the state’s interests. 
They will urge the MPs to take 
up the issue in the parliament 
and also put pressure on the un-
ion government to come to Kar-
nataka’s rescue, informed sourc-
es said. 

The Cauvery Water Manage-
ment Authority (CWMA) has di-

rected Karnataka to release 5,000 
cusecs every day for 15 days.

Shivakumar said they will also 
meet the union ministers. He 
said Karnataka is caught in a 
catch-22 situation after the 
CWMA directive. “We do not 
have water, but still we have to 
respect the authority’s decision. 
We are appealing before the Su-
p r e m e  C o u r t , ”  h e  t o l d 
reporters.

The DyCM said since there 
are no inflows, Karnataka 

is finding it difficult to 
release water, and the 
Centre has to help the 
state. 

Rejecting the opposi-
tion’s demand that Kar-

nataka should continue the 
legal fight and not release water, 
Shivakumar said the state is ap-
pealing before the Supreme 
Court.

Meanwhile, former CM and 
BJP leader Basavaraj Bommai 
said by making repeated mis-
takes, the government was 
putting people in a quandary. He 
said taking an all-party delega-
tion to Delhi to meet the PM was 
nothing but misleading people.

Farmers led by P R Pandian, the general secretary of Tamil Nadu Cauvery Farmers 
Association, blocking a train at Tiruvarur on Tuesday |  EXPRESS
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